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SOCIETE DES NATIONS 


EXPOSfi DE M. HANOTAUX SUR LA SITUATION DES MINORITIES CHRlE- 
TIENNES EN CILICIE APRfcS LA CONCLUSION DE L’ACCORD D’ANGORA. 


Soumis au Conscil le 14 janvier 1922. 


Je remercie le President. 11 a, a juste titre, souligne la parole resignee de la 
resolution sympathique de P Assembly derniere. Ces sentiments de sympathie effec¬ 
tive mais limites par les possibility, tels sont les notres. Je crois que l’on verra, dans 
la note que je vais lire, la promesse formelle de l’efficacit6 et de la g^n6rosite de 
nos sentiments. 

Pour des raisons multiples, et en particulier en vue de diminuer le fardeau de ses 
charges militaires, le Gouvernement de la Republique frangaise £tait depuis long- 
temps resolu, comme il avait ete fait sur d’autres points en Asie, k retirer ses troupes 
des territoires ottomans encore occupy. 

L’accord de San Remo (1920) avait determine grosso modo les zones sur lesquelles 
la souverainete ottomane cesserait de s’exercer, et dans lesquelles, aux termes de l’ar- 
ticle 22 du Pacte, des nations, virtuellement independantes, seraient constitutes sous la 
tutelle d’un Etat mandataire. Au nord des territoires syriens, la France entretenait des 
corps de troupes expostes aux attaques des bandes nationalistes turques et impliqute 
malgre le desir formel de la nation frangaise de mettre fin aux sacrifices exiges par un 
etat de guerre prolonge, dans les conflits qui mettaient aux prises les nationalistes 
turcs et les armees du roi Constantin. 

Cependant la France ne .pouvait oublier que dans le passe elie avait, tantcYt seule, 
le plus souvent en accord avec les Grandes Puissances occidentals, veille sur le sort 
des communautes orientales non musulmanes. Fidele a ces traditions plusieurs fois secu 
laires, le Gouvernement frangais resolut done de prendre toutes les precautions, compa¬ 
tibles avec la situation actuelle en Asie, pour prottger les populations chretiennes 
etablies ou revenues en Cilicie. 

Les negotiations qui s’etaient engagees avec les representants des chefs nationalistes 
d’Angora, rencontres a Londres, permirent d’entrer en pourparlers a ce sujet. Le Gouver¬ 
nement francais a obtenu des chefs nationalistes turcs, sinon toutes les clauses que les 
redacteurs du Traile de Sevres avaient cru pouvoir imposer a une Turquie vaincue 
et theoriquement desarmee, du moins un ensemble de garanties que les Allies avaient 
estime essentielles a la sauvegarde et au bien-etre des minority ethniques et religieuses 
dans les regions de l’Europe orientale ou des questions similaires se posent. 

Ces garanties sont inscrites a Particle 6 de PAccord d’Angora, qui specific (juc: « ...le 
Gouvernement de la Grande Assembly nationale de Turquie declare que les droits des 
minority, solennellement reconnus dans le Pacte national, seront confirmy par lui 
sur la meme base que cclle etablie par les conventions conclues a ce sujet entre les 
Puissances de l’Entente, leurs adversaires et certains de leurs Allies. » 

Par la, les chefs militaires d’Angora se sont done engages a accorder aux minority 
de Cilicie : pleine et entiere protection de leur vie et de leur liberte, le libre exercice 
de leur religion, l’egalite devant la loi, y compris Padmission aux fonctions publiques, 
le libre usage de leur langue meme devant les tribunaux, le droit de creer et d<? diriger 
eux-memes leurs institutions charitables, religieuses, sociales et scolaires. 

Par Particle 5 du meme accord, les chefs d’Angora se sont engages a accorder une 
amnistie pleine et entiere ; et ils ont tenu leur promesse en proclamant cette amnistie, 
d£s Pentr6e en fonctions de leur representant a Adana. 

Non content d’obtenir ces engagements, le Gouvernement francais a tenu a assurer 
qu’ils seraient pleinement executes. A cet effet, prenant en consideration la situation 
actuelle de ces populations si digues d’interet, il a envoye sur place une mission speciale, 
dirigee par un Consul general ires au fait des affaires orientales. Les membres de 
cette mission sont installes a Adana, Mersine, Deurtyol et Ain Tab. 

Entree en relations avec les chefs d’Angora, cette mission a pu, sans difficulty, 
faire eloigner des fonctionnaires ottomans sur la ferme impartiality desquels on pouvait 
concevoir des doutes. Elle a obtenu que la loi de recrutement militaire serait suspendue 
pendant six mois k l’egard des Chretiens de Cilicie. Elle a rdussi a faire organiser une 
Commission franco-turque, pourvue d’un corps de police special, pour prot6ger les pro¬ 
priety laissees k l’abandon par leurs proprietaires fugitifs. 



LEAGUE OF NATIONS 


STATEMENT BY M. HANOTAUX ON THE SITUATION OF THE CHRISTIAN 
MINORITIES IN CILICIA AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE ANGORA 
AGREEMENT. 

Submitted to the Council on January 14//*, 1922. 


My thanks arc due to the President. He has rightly emphasized the note of 
resignation in the sympathetic resolution adopted by the last Assembly. We fully 
share the feeling of sympathy expressed therein — a sent'ment which is genuine but 
confined to the bounds of possibility. I think that the Note which I am about to 
read may be regarded as a definite "promise that our sympathy will be both generous 
and effective. 

For numerous reasons and more particularly in order to reduce the burden of its 
military expenditure, the Government of the French Republic had for a long time 
intended to withdraw its troops from the Turkish territory which it was still 
occupying, a step which had already been taken in other parts of Asia. 

The San Remo Agreement (1920) had roughly established the zones which would 
cease to be under Turkish sovereignty, and in which, under Article 22 of the Covenant, 
virtually independent nations were to be established under the protection of a man¬ 
datory State. To the north of the Syrian territories, France maintained bodies of 
troops which were exposed to the attacks of bands of Turkish nationalists and which, 
in spite of the earnest desire of the French nation to put a term to the sacrifices entailed 
by a continued state of war, became involved in the conflict between the Turkish nation¬ 
alists and the armies of King Constantine. 

France, however, could not forget that in the past she had, sometimes alone, but 
more often in agreement with the Great Western Powers, watched over the destinies 
of the non-Musulman communities of the East. Faithful to its age-long traditions, 
the French Government therefore resolved to take all measures possible, under the 
conditions prevailing in Asia, to protect the Christian populations which were established 
in or had returned to Cilicia. 

The negotiations which took place with the representatives of the nationalist chiefs 
of Angora in London afforded an opportunity for an exchange of views on this matter. 
Though the French Government was not able to obtain from the Turkish nationalist 
chiefs all the conditions which the authors of the Treaty of Sevres had felt in a position 
to impose upon a Turkey which was beaten and alleged to be disarmed, at any rate, 
it succeeded in obtaining a number of guarantees which the Allies had considered 
essential for the safety and well-being of the racial and religious minorities in the regions 
of Eastern Europe, where similar problems arise. 

These guarantees are included under Article 6 of the Angora Treaty which lays 
down that : “ The Government of the Great National Assembly of Turkey declares 
that it will confirm the rights of minorities which are solemnly recognised in the National 
Covenant in accordance with the principles established in the conventions relating to 
this matter concluded between the Allied Powers, their enemies and certain of their 
Allies. ” 

By this declaration the military chiefs of Angora bound themselves to grant to 
the minorities in Cilicia full and entire protection of life and liberty, the free exercise 
of their religion, complete legal equality, including admission to public office, the free 
use of their language even before the Courts, and the right to establish and direct 
charitable, religious, social and educational institutions. 

By Article 5 of the same Treaty, the chiefs of Angora bound themselves to grant 
a full and complete amnesty, and they kept their promise, for a proclamation announ¬ 
cing this amnesty was issued as soon as their representative had taken up his duties 
at Adana. 

Not satisfied with merely obtaining these undertakings, the French Government 
was determined to ensure that they would be fully carried out. For this purpose and 
having regard to the present circumstances of these communities which called for 
particular attention, a special mission was sent to the spot under the direction of a 
consul-general with great experience in Eastern affairs. The members of this Mission 
have taken up their residence at Adana, Mersina, Deurtyol and Ain Tab. 

The Mission got into touch with the chiefs of Angora and was able without diffi¬ 
culty to obtain the removal of those Turkish officials whose impartiality could not be 
relied upon. It was able to obtain a suspension of the military recruiting law for a 
period of six months as regards the Christians of Cilicia. It succeeded in organising 
a Franco-Turkish Commission which was provided with a special police force for the 
protection of property abandoned by its owners. 






Les autorites ottomanes installees recemment out, on doit le dire, prete leur plus 
on tier concours a la mission frangaise en vue dc rassurer les chretiens indigenes, parmi 
lesquels une campagne des plus regrettables s’6vertuait & propager la panique. 

Avant menu* que la mission fut installee, cette campagne avail deja porte des fruits. 
Beaucoup d'Armeniens affoles avaient quitte leurs foyers et s’etaient mis en route pour 
chercher un refuge a V stranger. Ils avaient trouve sur la cote des navires profs a les rece- 
voir. Ces navires ont gagne l’Egypte, la Palestine, Tile de Chvpre. Les refugies se sont 
partoul heurtes a des consignes severes des autorit£s locales, qui ont refuse de les laisser 
debarquer. 

Descmpares et demoralises, ils se* sont retournes vers l’asile qui leur etait offert 
sous le pavilion frangais, el ils ont en effet ete accueillis dans les territoires de Syrie 
et du Liban, sous mandat fran^ais. 

Le Haul Commissaire frangais a organise a Mersine menu* un centre de triage des 
emigres, pour les repartir suivant leur confession, leurs moyens d’existence, leurs metiers, 
etc. Des moyens de transport, navires affretes ou requisition's, ont ete mis a leur dis¬ 
position pour les transporter en Syrie. Aux portcs de Cilicie et a Beyrouth fonctionnenl 
des centres de repartition des refugies. Ceux qui justifient de moyens personnels d’exis¬ 
tence, d’un repondant qualifie (chefs religieux ou notables^ ou qui ont un engagement 
d’emploi certain, sont laisses libres de residcr ou leurs interets les appellent. Pour les 
autres, on a organise des cantonnements soil dans des baraquements, soil dans des 
couvents du Liban actuellement inhabites. Les homines valides sont embauches sur 
les chan tiers de travaux publics ou verts par le Haul Commissariat. Des salaires leur sont 
attribues, dont une faible part est retenue pour l’entretien de leurs families. 

Beaucoup d’ailleurs, reconfortes par les nouvelles qu’ils re$oivent de Cilicie, parlent 
deja de regagner leurs foyers. 

Bien qu’il reste persuade que les efforts de la mission frangaise, secondee d’ailleurs 
par les nouvelles autorites ottomanes, seront couronnes de succes, et que les chretiens 
ne seront pas molestes en Cilicie, le Haut Commissaire frangais en Syrie a pris des mesures 
pour pouvoir recevoir d’autres refugies et pourvoir temporairement a leurs besoins. 

J’attire 1’attention du Conseil sur le fait suivant. Les credits du Haut Commissaire 
en Syrie avaient ete reduits primitivement a 20 millions de francs pour 1922; ils ont ete 
ramenes a la somme de 50 millions par le Parlement ftancais, sur l’assurance donnee 
par M. le President du Conseil que « tout ce qu’il est humainement possible dc faire 
est fait, pour rccueillir les refugies armeniens, pour les secourir et pour leur donner 
la possibilite de travailler. Le credit de 50 millions sera suffisant pour faire face a cette 
charge. * 

On peut ajouter, a litre d’information, que l’exode paraissait termine a la date du 
4 janvier. 

Le Gouvernement de la Bepublique fran^aise, avant conscience d’avoir maintenu a 
legard des minorites de Cilicie ses antiques traditions de protection genereuse vis-^-vis 
des communautes chretiennes d’Orient, n’a pas hesite a donner au Conseil de la Societe 
ces tranches explications ; en attendant d ailleurs qu’un traite definitif, ratifie par la 
Turquie coniine par les Allies, ail precise les droits des minority ethniques el religieuses 
et les conditions dans lesquelles ces droits seront garanlis par la Societe des Nations. 
Cornrne le Conseil l’a toujours fail, cette intervention de la Soci6te ne pourra devcnir 
effective que lorsque le Conseil aura lui-memc, dans sa pleine independance, decide d’ac- 
cepter le mandat: qui Ini sera offert dans un traite definitivement mis en vigueur. 

Dans ces conditions, je demande au Conseil, au nom de mon Gouvernement, de 
prendre acte de 1’expose que je viens de faire. 
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The recently appointed Turkish authorities have, it must be confessed, given every 
assistance to the French Mission in the task of reassuring the native Christians, amongst 
whom a most regrettable attempt was made to spread panic. 

Even before the arrival of the Mission, this attempt had already borne fruit. Large 
numbers of Armenians had fled in terror from their homes to seek refuge abroad. On 
the coast they had found ships ready to embark them. These ships proceeded to Egypt, 
Palestine and Cyprus. Wherever they went the refugees encountered strict regulations 
issued by the local authorities, who refused to allow them to disembark. 

Homeless and demoralised, they turned to the refuge offered them under the French 
flag and were received in the French mandated territories of Syria and Lebanon. The 
French High Commissioner organised at Mersina a distribution centre for the emigrants 
where they were divided according to religion, means of support, trade, etc. Means of 
transport, ships chartered or requisitioned, were placed at their disposal to carry them 
to Syria. At the frontiers of Cilicia and at Beyrouth, centres for the distribution of the 
refugees have been opened. Those who have sufficient means of support, or can produce 
a qualified guarantor (religious leaders or persons of importance), or those who are sure 
of obtaining employment, are allowed to live wherever their interests may require. 
With regard to the others, accommodation has been arranged, either in barracks or 
in the Lebanon convents which are at present unoccupied. All fit men are employed 
on works of public utility instituted by the High Commissioner. Wages are paid to them, 
a small part of which is retained for the upkeep of their families. 

Reassured by the news which they are receiving from Cilicia, many of those 
refugees are already talking of returning home. 

Although he is convinced that the efforts of the French Mission, assisted by the 
new Ottoman authorities, will be crowned with success and that the Christians will not 
be molested in Cilicia, the French High Commissioner in Syria has taken measures to 
enable him to receive other refugees and to make temporary provision for them. 

I wish to draw the Council’s attention to the following facts. The credit at the 
disposal of the High Commissioner in Syria had originally been reduced to 20,000,000 
francs for 1922, but was increased to 50,000,000 by the French Parliament, on the assu¬ 
rance given by the Prime Minister that “ everything which it is humanly possible to do 
is being done for the reception of the Armenian refugees, for their relief, and in order 
to make it possible for them to obtain work. The credit of 50,000,000 will be sufficient 
for this purpose.” 

For your information, 1 may add, that since January 4th, the exodus of refugees 
appears to have ceased. 

The Government of the French Republic feels that, by its conduct towards the 
Cilician minorities, it has fully maintained its traditional policy of generous protection 
with regard to the Christian communities in the East, and has therefore no hesitation 
in giving this frank explanation to the Council of the League, pending the ratification 
both by Turkey and the Allies of a final treaty defining the rights of ethnical and reli¬ 
gious minorities, and the manner in which these rights will be guaranteed by the League 
of Nations. According to the procedure invariably adopted by the Council, the inter¬ 
vention of the League cannot become effective until the Council itself has decided on 
its own authority to accept the mandate which will be offered to it in a treaty actually 
in force. 

On behalf of my Government, I therefore request the Council to note the statement 
which I have just made. 
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The A ctin£ Secretary to the Cabinet pi’esents his 
compliments to the Secretary-General of the league of 
Uations and is ai reeled, to acknowledge tne receipt of 
his letter of the 18th instant, Ho. 11. 13519,04*1, 
addressed to tne Prime Minister on the subject of the 
situation of the Armenian Nation. 


*-*t ; f in uary L 1 J L~. 

















Geneva, January lbth. 1922. 
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Sir: 


I have the honour to forward herev/lth the Resolution 
adopted by the Counoil of the League of Hattons at Its 
meeting on January 14th* 1922, with regard to the situation 
of the Armenian nation and with regard to the steps which 
might bo taken In the future to ensure the protection of 
minorities in the Ottoman Umpire. 


I have the honour to be 


Sir 


Your obediont Servant* 



Secretary-General. 


The right Hon. David Lloyd George O.M.,lt.P. 

Prime iiinister of the British Government, 
Offloes of the Cabinet. 

2. "hitehall Gardens. 

London. 














Geneve, ie 17 Janvier 1922. 





Monsieur 1'Ambassadeur, 


tJ'ai l'honneur de vou» oommunl uer ci-Joint la resolution 
adoptde par le Conaeil de la Jooiete dee Nations dans sa 
edanoe du 14 Janvier 1922, au sujet du sort de la nation 


armentanne et doe oesurea out pourront etre prlecg dans 


l'avenir pour assurer la protection dee minoritds dans 
1* rapire ottoman. 


Veutiles agrder. Monsieur 1*Ambauaadeur, lea as.uranoes 


de raa haute consideration. 


Le Seoretaire <3 *n6ralj 



Son -xcelienoe 
le /ioomte Ishii, 

Ambausadeur du Japon a Paris, 
9. Fug de la Pdrouse, 

?aiis. 
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Gendve, le 17 Janvier 1922. 


Monsieur le President, 


J'ai l'honneur de voua oommuni>uer oi-Joint la 
resolution adoptee par le Conseil de la Sooiete des Nations 
dans aa seance du 14 Janvier 1922 ( au sujet du sort de la 
nation armdnienne et das mosuree ;ui pouiront Stre prises dans 
l’avenir pour assurer la protection des mlnoritde dans 1* 
Empire Ottoman. 

Veulllez agrder. Monsieur le President, lee aesuranoe- 
de me haute oonuiddrati n. 

Le Secretaire Idndral: 


Son Excellence, 

Monsieur !3onoral. 

President du Conseil des Ministres, 
Borne. 


Oen^ve, le 17 janvifir l*£2. 


< n 

Monsieur le President, 

J'at l'honneur de vous oonununl uer ol-joint lu 
resolution adoptde par le Coneell de la Sooldtd des 
Nations dans :a sd&noe du 14 Janrler 1922 , au sujet 
du sort de la nation armdnlenne st des mesurea ul 
pourront etj e pr’ses dans l'avenir pour a^urer la 
protection des nalnotitds dans 1' mplre Ottoman. 

7eullles agrder, lonsleur le Prdsluent, lee 
assurances de ma haute consideration. 

Le deordtalre Odndralt 


Jon -xcellenoe, 

Monsieur Foincur4, 

President du Consell des Mlnlstres, 
Par 1 s. 
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Pro jet de resol ut ion . 

Lo Conseil de la Societe des Nations: 

Considerant quo les eprouves do la nation armsnienne 
ont eci aggrades et prolongeos par los ciroonstances qui ont 
malhoureasement retard^ 1 ! etablissement d’un regime do paix 
definitif on Orient; 

Esperant que les negociations engagecs des mainte- 
nent entre les Principles Puissances Allieos permettront d* 
arriver a un rkglement satisfaisant dos questions a resoudre,- 
^insi qu ! a une pacification complete des regions si longtomps 
ravageos per la guerre et par les violences dont los popula¬ 
tions armeniennes ont particulierement souffert; 

Rappelle aux Principales Puissances Alliees la re¬ 
solution de 1'Assemble en date du 21 septembre 1921 a i u - 
queUe lours representants ont particips , rclativement & la 
sauvegarde de l'avenir du peuple armenien; 

Prend acto avec satisfaction des declarations du representant 
de la Prance, indiquant les mesures prises par le Gouvernemont , 
francais pour proteger ies populations Armeniennes. ~ , r - 

Attire 1’attention des Principales Puissances Alliees ' 
sur 1'urgent« necessity de prendre toutes dispositions propoes 
a assurer la protection des minorites dans 1'Empire Ottoman 

et se declare pret a collaborer a toutes mesures qui seront 
prescrites dans ce but. 


I 
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ARMENIA . 

DR AFT R ESOLUTION. 

The Council of the League of Rations:- 

In view of the fact that the sufferings o . the Armenian 
nation have "been aggravated and protracted by events which have 
unhappily delayed the de' inite restoration of peace in the East; 

In the hope th t the negotiations which have now "been 
opened between the Principal Allied Powers will enable outstanding 
causations to be settled in a satisfactory manner, end will lead 
to the restoration of peaceful conditions in regions which have 
so long been ravaged by war, and where acts o; violence, from which 
the Armenian populations have particularly suffered, have 
continually occurred; 

Reminds the Principal Allied Powers of the resolution 
adopted by the Assembly on September 21st, 1921, in which their 
Representatives took part, concerning the safo-gua-rdidLg of the 
future of the Armenian people; 

Notes with satisfaction the statements of the Erench 
Representative, pointing out the measures adopted by the French 
Government to protect the Armenian populations; 

Calls the attention of the Principal Allied Powers to the 
urgent need for taking all steps to ensure the protection of 
Minorities in the Ottoman Empire and states its wil-iingnoss to 
co-operate in any moa 3 uro which may be decided upon to attain 
this object. 
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Le Cons oil de la 3ooidt<§ doa Nations: 

Conaiddrant que los dpreuves do la nation arra'nienne 


ont <5t<5 aggravdea et prolong'-ea ar lea circonstancoa qui ont 
raalheureuseraent retardd 1* (Habliaaement d'un rbgime de paix 
d(5finitif en Orient; 

gaudrant qua lea n'goci.vtiona engages dos inainte- 
nant ontro lea Pr.incipales rui. sauces Allitfos permottront d* 
arrivor k un reglement satisfsisant dea questions a r'acudre, 
ainai qu'a une pacification complete dea regions si longtempa 
ravagdec par la guorre et par lea violences dont lea popula¬ 
tions arn^nionnos ont particuli^remont souffert; 


iiappelle aux Principales Puissances Allises la re¬ 


solution do l’Asaombl^e on date du 21 aeptombre 1921 a2la- 
quallo lours roprdsontanta ont partieipS, relativoment a la 
sau^agardo^do l*avenir du peuple arra^nien; 

CkAJ^C ScU*^ n "N 

Prand acto^des d'cl ir -tions du ropr ^aout.mt do la 

* 

France, indiouant le3 rues urea >r1.aes par le Couvomemont 


Attire l 1 attention dos Principales Puissances Allies 
sur 1 ? urgente necessity de prendre toutos dispositions propres 
a assuror la projection dea minorit "a dana l’Qnpire Ottoman 
et se^clare pret a collaborer a touteo mesaros qui seront 
oreacritoc dans co but. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 
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The Council of the League of Nations; 

In view of the fact that the sufferings of the 
Armenian nation have been aggravated and protracted 
by events which have unhappily delayed the definite 
restoration of peace in the East; 

In the hope that the negotiations which have 
nov/ been opened between the Principal Allied Powers 
will enable outstanding questions to be settled in a 
satisfactory manner, and will lead to the restoration 
of peaceful conditions in regions Y/hich have so long 

of violence, from 



particularly 


suffered, have continually occurred; 

Reminds the Principal Allied Powers of the ref 
solution adopted by the Assembly on September 21st, 

1921, in which their Representatives took part, con¬ 
cerning the dafe-guarding of the future of the 
Armenian people; 

Notes with satisfaction the statements of the 
French Representative, pointing out the measures 
adopted by the French Government to protect the 
Armenian populations: 

Calls the attention of the Principal Allied Powers 
to the urgent need for taking all steps to ensure the 
protection of Minorities in the Ottoman Empire and 
states its willingness to co-operate in any measure 
which may be decided upon to attain this object. 
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ousoi , recommandee r.ux principals puissances allidos 

,e Oonsoii doit si^ior ce P ro^e . la soUioitudc des 

lla -‘ ueos. 
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a l'bgard do la Cilicia ( Annexe )„ 

II nontre ans cot expose que la Fr nee a pris toutos 
les precautions desirables pour protdgor les populations 
chretiennes de Cilicie. P:r 1'accord Angora los chefs 
militaires d'Angora se sont engages a accorder aux minorites 
de Cilicie pleine ot ©ntibre protection de lour vie et de 
leur liberte; le libre exercice de leur religion, l'dgfalitd 
devant la lei, y corneris l 1 admission aux fonctions publiques, 
le libre usage :e leur langne mome dovant les tribur.au::, 
le droit de oreer et de diriger eux-memes leurs institutions 
charitables, religieuje's, sociales et scolaires. 

Les chefs d 1 Angora se sont engages a accorder uue 
amnistie pleine et entiere et le Gouvernement franqais a 
envoye sur place une mission specials pour assurer ^execu¬ 
tion de cos engagements. 

Lea credits du Haut-Commissaire en Syrie primitive- 
ment rbduits a 20 millions ont ttd relev^s par le Parlement 
franqais a la somme e 50 millions sur 1’assurance donnde 
par lo Gouvernement que tout serait fait pour recuoillir et 


\ 


secourir les refugies armeniens. 

L: - ro ;r . -:entants de la Gr. . - 3 r tn: ;ne remercient 
M. HA1J0TAU” r.e son clair expose qui rassurera tout le monde. 

Le representant de 1'Italie declare s'associer aux 
paroles du representant de la Grande-3retsgne , \ 

LA PHASIl-LPT lit le pro jet de resolution suivant: 


\ 


Le Conseil de la Sociotd dos II tions: 

Co .. iderant que les dpreuves de la nation arminionne 
ont etd aggravees et prolongees par les circonstances qui 

\ 

ont malheureusement retards l'Jtablissem nt d'un regime (o 


V 
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paix definitif on Orient; 

Espdront quo les negociutions engagees d&s maintenant 
entre les Principalos Puissances Alii,es permettront 
d'arriver a un regiomont satisfiisant des questions a resou- 
dre, ainsi qu r a une pacification complete des regions si 
longtemps ravagees par la guerre et pur les violences dont 
les populations arminionnes ont particular ement souffort; 

Rappelle aux Pnincipales Puissances Allises la reso 
lution do l*A‘>no'.ibleo en date du 21 Sc, tombre 1921 a laquelle 
leurs representants ont participe, relativeaent h la sauve- 
ga^de de ]'avenir du peuple armdnien; 

Prend acte avec satisfaction des declarations du vepr'- 
sentant de la Prance, indiquant les mesuros prises par lo 
Gcuvernement franqais pour protdger les populations Armenien- 
nes t 

Attire l T attention des Principalos Puissances Allises 
sur l T urgente necessite de prendre toutos dispositions 
propres a assurer la protection des minorites dans l 7 EmjJiiro 
Ottoman et se declare pret a collaborer a toutes mesuros 
xjui seront prescrites dans ce but," 

LA r s oluti on est ado p bo o. 

Rapport du Comite dfoiygifene de la Society , 

L3 PRESIDENT demande ay. Dr s Rajohman de prendro place 
A la table cu Ccnseil, | 

KANOTAUX ---murido au Br., R, joilman quelle est la situa- 
qu \ 

tion epidemye actucllo en Europe Orientale,. 

Lo Dr, RACCHLLA1T oxpliqueVque lo Comitd d'hygiene de la 
Society a invite la Commission do\Epidemies a se rendre orN 

















The Council could not but feel cctisf ction if one of 
these States could lend its good offices, botv/eou the 
two parties, in order to assist in the solution of this 
question, in accordance with t)ae£ hi$i ideals of conciliation 
and humanity which unimate.The League of Hat ions. 

The Secretary GenejrtLl is instructed to obtain all 
necessary information for the Council. 

Tho Resolution was adopted. 


Situation of Armenians in Cilicia . 


The PR33ILE1IT reimindod the Council under what circumstances 
this question had been brought befjre it.. The recent evacuation 
of Cilicia had caused a profound stir in the Armenian v/orld. 

The Belgian. Government had been informed of certain complaints 
coming from the Armenian people and from tho Catholic Armenian 
Hierarchy, end considered that it was the duty of the League of 
Rations to watch over the fate of tho Armenian population in 
future. 

Happily, no regrettable incident had arisen during the 
evacuation. This was due, in great part, to the measures taken 
by the French Government. The future, however, was gloomy, 
and the Council ought to suggest to the Principal Allied Powrs 
the measures to safeguard the future of these populations. The 
moment seemed favourable since negotiations were about to 
open for establishing definite peaceful conditions in that 
district. 

Promises had been made to the Armenian people. The second 
Assembly had unanimously passed a resolution which the Council 
had brought to tho notice of the Principal Allied Powers in tho 
form of a recommendation. 

The Council Ghould again draw the attention of the Pov;ers 
to this problem. 

Ji.HAKOT UX read a memorandum on French policy in Cilicia 
(Annex ) • 
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Iii this memorandum he pointed cut that France hr.d taken 
all needful probations to protect the Christian populations 
cf Cilicia .By the An or.. mprecncnt the milit* ry chiefs of Angora 
h-id undertaken to five the Cilioian minorities full and 
complete protection for their lifo and liberty, the free exercise 
cf their religion, equality before tho lav/, admission to public 
offices, the free use of their mother tongue even in the law 
courts and the right of setting up and controlling their charitable, 
religious, social and educational establishments. 

The An ? ora chiefs had undertaken to accord a full and entire 
amnesty and the French Government had sent r. special mission 
to ensure the carrying out of these engagements. 

Tne credits for the hi-h Co amiss ioner in Syria which 
had boon at first reduced gO million francs had now been raised 
by the French Chamber to £0 million francs, on the Government’s 
assurance that everything possible would bo done to collect 
&riCi help tiic * rmenirn refugees* 

Tne representative of Great Britain thanked i-I.Jknotaux 

for his clear exposal of the facts, vi ioh would r ©-assure every¬ 
one . 

fhe representative of Italy aesoci ted himself with the remarks 
of the British representative. 

1\.'. rk^lDIklf read the following draft resolution which was 
adopt ed . 

■Luo council ox the League of Hat ions ; 

In view of the fact that the sufferin' s of the /rmeni..n 
nation have been aggravated and protracted by events which 

have unhappily delayed the definite restoration of once in 
the Bast; 















J 


r 

- In the Jl ° th ' t the negotiations which V ve now boon 

opened between the Principal Allied Powers will enable outstand- 
ing questions to bo settled in a satisfactory manner, and will 
loc.d to the rssbtration of peaceful conditions in regions 
which have so long been ravaged by war, and whore acts of 
vxolonco from which the 'rnenian populations have particularly 
suffered, have continually occxj.rred; 

Reminds the Principal Allied Powers of the resolution 
adopted by the Assembly on September 21st,1921, in vfcich their 
representatives took port, concerning the safeguarding of the 
iuturo of the Armenian people; 

Notes with satisfaction the statements of the french 
representative pointing out the measures adopted b, the 
French Government to protoct the Armenian populations; 

Calls the attention of the Principle Allied Powers to the 
urgent needs for taking all steps to ensure the protoction 
of minorities in the Ottoman Empire and states its willing¬ 
ness to co-operate in any measure v-hich may be decided upon to 
attain this object." 

R eport of the Health Oommittoe . 

The PRESIDENT asked Dr.Rojchman to come to the Council table, 
ia. II. ilT OT A UX a ske d Dr . Ra j chm an w ha t was the present situation 
in the infected areas of Eastern Europe. 

DR .AAJCHi.lAN explained that the Health Committee of the League 
h^ a invited the Epidemics Commission to visit Russia at the end of 
December last to enquire into the epidemic situation there, and into 
the health organisation of the Russian Government. It had concluded 
that the situation in Russia was very grave. Cholera was on the 
decline, but typhus and d„ sentry were raging throughout the country... 
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oOUiilo aU COPoEIl LE It J.JVIE2 192,.. 


Pour des raisons multiples, et en earticulier en vue de diminuer 
le fardeau de bob charges rnilitaires, le Gouvernement dc- la Sdpublique 
dtait de mis long-temps rdsolu, oomme il avait dtd f.it sur cL’autres 
points en ABie, retircr ses troupes des ter^itoires ottomans encore 
ocoupds. 

I 1 accord de can F.emo (1920) avail ddtarmind rosso modo los zones 
sur lesquelles la souverainetd ottomano cesserait de s’oxercer, et 
dans lesquelles, aux termes do 1 ’art. 22 du Pacte, des nations, vir¬ 
tue 11 ement inddpendantes, seraient constitudes sous la tutolle d’un 
Etat mandaxaire. Au nord des territoires des idandats syriens, la Prance 
entretenait des corps de trouoes extosds aux atxaques des Landes natio- 
nalistes turques, et mal, rd le ddoir formel de la nation franqaise 
de mettre fin aux sacrifices exigds par un dial dguerre irolon^d 
imoliquds dans les conflits qui mettaient aux irises les notionalistea 

turcs et les armdes du I:oi Constantin. 

Ce pend ant la trance r,e oouvait oublior que dsn le passd 
elle avait tantot seule, le plus souvent en accord vec les 
grande 8 Puissances Occident ales, veilld sui le sort dee couiRiunau- 
tds orientates non musulmancs . Fiddle 1 ces traditions plusieurs 
fois sdculaires, le Gouvernement franoais rd so lilt done de irendre 
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tout os l'.a ordc'utions, compatibles aroc la situation actuelle 
en Asie* pour protd -or les populations chrdtiennes dtablies 
ou revenues en Cilicie* 

Les ndgociations \.ui s’etuient engagdes avec les reprd- 
sentaiits des Chel's nationalistes d'.Angora, rencontres d lon- 
ares, oermirent d'entrer en pourparlers 4 ce sujet. Le Gou- 
vemonent f rausjuis a oDtenu dcs chef's nationalistes turcs sinon 
toutes le*> clauses que lea rdaaatears du Traitd de gdvres a- 
vaient vru pouvoir im poser d une iurquie vaincue et thdorique- 
ment ddsarmee, du moins un ensemble de garanties quo les Allies 
avalent estime e^sentielles d la sauvegarde et au bien etre 
des minoritds ethniques et religieuses dans les regions de 
l l Europe orientale, ou dos questions similaiies se posent. 

Ces garanties sort insciites d 1 ’art. 6 do 1'accord 
d’Angcra, qui specific que: " lo Gouvernement de la Grande Aseem- 
blde nationals de lurquio declare cue les droits des minoritds, 
solennellement reconnus dans le Paote national, serorxt confir- 
mes par lui sur la meme base que celle, etablie par les conven¬ 
tions concluses 4 ce sujet entre les Puissances de l 1 Entente, 
leurs advorsaires et certains de leurs Allies.” 

Par Id, les chefs militaires d’Angera so sent done engages 
d accordor aux minoritis de Cilicie : pleine et entiOre 
protection de leur vie ct de leur libertd, le libre oxercice 
de leur religion, l'dgalitd dev.mt la lei, y compris l’admis- 
sion aux fonctions publiques, is libre usage de leur langue 
meme duvunt les tiibunuux, le droit de cider ot do diriger 
eux-memes leurs institutions charitables, religieuses, sociales 
et scolaires. 

Par 1’article 5 du ■'".enie accord les Chel’s d f Angora se sont 
engages d accordor uuo amnistie pleine et entidfce; et ila ont tenu 
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lour promosso on orcslamant oette arnnistie, dds l’entrd© en 
fo net ions d'.- lour represent ant 1 Adana. 

Nob content d'obtenir cos engagements, le Gouvernement 
frangais a tonu A assurer qu'ils serai-ont ploinomont oxdoutds. 

A cat effot , pionant an consiadration la ^itu^tion actuollo 
do ces populations si dignos d’intdrot, il a envoys sur ol-ce 
u^o mission specials, dirig^e par un Gonaul Gdndral trds au 
fait des affaires orientales. Los : nomores do cotte mission 
s>ont instailds A Adana, xiersino , Lourtyol at Ain Tab. 

Entrde en relations avec los Chefs a’Angora, cotte 
mission a pu, sans dii’f icultds, faire dloignor des fonctionnai- 
res rttGmans our la fo-rme impartiality desquels on pouvait 
concovoir des doutos. Elio a obtenu quo la loi do rocrutement rni- 
litaire seruit suspondue pendant six mois A l'dgara des ohrdtiens 
de Cilicio. Elio a rdussi A fairo organiser une commission franoo 
turque, pourvue d’ur. cores de pclico spdeial, peur protdgor les 
propridtds, laissdes A 1 'abandon par lours propridtaires fugitifs. 

Les autoritds ottomanes installd ^s rdoemrnent ont, on doit le 
dire, pretd lour plus entior concours A la mission frangaise en rue 
do raoauror los chrdtien3 indigeYies, oarmi lesqucls une caimagne 
des plus rogrot ..ablos s'dvortuait A oropager la panique. 

Avant memo quo la mission fut instajldo, cotte campagno 
avail ddjA portd des fruits. Beauooup d'Armdniens affolds 
avai ent quittd lours foyers ot s'dtaiont mis on route pour 
cheroher un roiugo A -1 1 dtrangor. 11s avaient trouvd sur la cote 
des naviroe pruts A los recevolr. Ces navires ont gagnd l’Egyp- 
tc , la Palestine, l'lle do Chypro. Los rdfugids se sont par- 
tout hourtds A d.s oonSignos sdvAros a,s autoritds looales, 
qui ont rofubd do los laissor ddbarqu^r. 

Ed aom cards et fidmoralisds, ils so r ont rctournds vers 
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1' s.silc aui leur et.it ov’fcrt sous lc nr.villon fr^ncais, ot ils 
cnt cn effct ete :eeuoillis d: m-i Icg torritoircs &c Syric 
et du Liban, sous mind, at fr;ng;:is. 

Lo Haut Oommirerire franqi is c r.rscf.nisd a Kersinc memo 
un centre do trieso do? emigres, nour lea renertir suivrnt 
lour confession, lours moyens a>existence, lours metiers, etc. 
Dcs moyens dc transport, navires affretes ou r^qnisitionnds, 
ont ete mis a lour disposition ncur les tr. nsnorter cn Syric. 

Auk nortes dc Cilicic et & Beyrouth fonctionnont dos centres 
repartition dor refuries. Ocur qui justifient dc moyens 
personnels d f existence, d T un renond nt qualifie, (chefs rc- 
liyieux ou notables) cu oui cnt un onsvjrcnent d 1 rmnlci certain, 
sont laisses libre do rdsidcr ou lours intercts les appcllcnt. 
Pour los autree, on t organise cos orntonnements so it dans dcs 
baraquements, soit d ns des couvonts du Lib .an f ctucllement 
inhc.bit.es. Les holmes validcs sont omb. uches sur les ch.‘ntiers 
do travaux nublics ouvorts per lo H.ut-Commisscriut. Des sr.~ 
laires leur sont : ttribues dent unc faiblc. p rt r.st retenue 
pour 1 r entroticn do lours femillos. 

Bcaucoup d'ailleurs, reconfortds nr les nouvcllea cu' 
ils. rogoivent dc Cilicic , nurlont de.ja do r."?; cyner loure foyo^^. , 
Bicn qu'il rests persuade rue lor efforts dc la mission 
frrngaisc, sccondec c’ illcurs n; r los nouvellcs . utorites ot- 
tomanes, scront oouronnes dc rucods, ot cue. i s chreticns no 
seront pas molestes on Cilicic, lc H, ut-Commios' ire frcngc.is 
en Syric a nris dcs mesurer nour ncuvoir rocavoir d 1 utres re~ 
fuvies et ncurvoir temper iremont b. lours he roine. 

J f attire l'cttontion du Conscil sur lc f, it suivrnt. 

Les credits du Hrut-Commies ire on Syric evi.imt ete reduits pri- 


nitivement 







nril®tivomont h 20 millions dc fr nos pour 1922, ils ont dt 6 
ramends a lc sommc do 50 millions p r lo rrrlcmcnt fr nqa'.t 
sur 1*assure ncc clonneo p r LI. lo Prdei cnt du Conscil our. 

"tout cc ou'il cot hum' incmcnt possible dc f ire cf t f,it,nour 
rooucillir lor rdfu'-ide ermeniens , pour lor secourir rt nour 
lour donnor lr nossihilitd do tr v lllcr . Lo erddit di. 5^ 
millions srr,. suffis nt nour f, ire f< cc a cctto choree". 

On peut e.jouter, a titre d» information, cue I’crodo 
pare.i : s. it termind ' lr d; to du 4 J nvicr , 

Lo Gouve moment dc It. Rdpuhlimic ty nt conscience d’ . voir 
me intonu a 1 1 esrerd dcs minoritds dc Cilicic sos ntiouor tra¬ 
ditions dc protection <?dndrousc vis-a-vis dcs commun.'utds 
chraticnncs d*Orient, n’c p s hdrite a donnor su Conscil do 
lo. Socidtd ccs irtnchcs explications; on attendant d*. ill< urs 
QU»un tr-:it<5 ddfinitif, r:tifid m r 1 Turouic comm'- p r lee 
Allies, ; it nr^cisd les droits dcs minorities othnieucs ct 
reli^icusos ct les conditions d ns lcscucllos cos droit scror.t 
r. rent is mr 1.. Socidtd ten Nr tions. Comme lc Cone oil l'c. 
tou.lours fr.it, cctte intervention d.c lr. Soci'td nc nourr.. dc— 
vonir effective cue lorscuc lc Con« eil sura lui-mcmc, d..ns sc 
pi cine inddnend: nco, ddeidd d 1 accentor It nr nd. t cui Ini 
sere offert C. ns un tr. ite ddfinitivement mis on virucur. 

I r.s er e ccnditions, jo dem. ndc ..u Conec.il, uu nom de 
mon Gouvornoment , dc nrendre . etc dc 1 * r- nose qu<~ jo vicnr do 
f• irr ct dc clorc ootto discussion n< r 1- motion suivantc: : 

LI 0 T I 0 N 

Lc Conscil ; prds rvoir nris conneiss, noc dc lr note du 
Gouvcrncmcnt holgc ct dcs nidoor. mncxce , r. ontendu l'cxnocd 
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fi.it, f.u nom do son Gouvcmcraont , -oer lc Represent, nt dc lc. 
Rdnublique fr.'XQciBc, II rcoonnf.it ou'c.ucun trc.itd, mis on 
"v i•-’Ti c ur, v,' c.y; nt encore determine lc st tut dee minorit^s on 
Turquic, il n'y i. nour lui oucunc b.. sc Ids;: lo a unc f ction 
concrete, Lo Conccil c,npr4cio lcr m-cures •nrice-'? p; r lc Gou- 
vr. moment fr nqr is pour scuvcw.rdcr los vies ct lee biens dcs 
minorites chrotionncs cn Oilicic, II n bon cmoir ouc ccs 
mccurcs rrmfenoront lo cr.lmo ct lc s<§curitd ot pcimettront 
■oroch: incmcnt lc r.- t> triemont volont, ire doe fu<?itifs./. 
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STATEMENT BY M* HANOTOUZ UH 
THE SITUATION OP THE CHRISTIAN MINORITIES 
IN CILICIA A^TER THE CONCLUSION 0? THE 
ANGORA AGREEMENT. 


Submitted tc the Counoil on January 14th.1922. 


Por numerous reasons and more particularly in ©rder to reduoo 
the burden of its military expenditure, the Government of the Republic 
had itr a long timo intended to withdraw its troops from the Turkish 
territory which it was still occupying, a step which had already been 
taken in other parts of Asia. 

The San Romo Agreement (1920) had roughly established the zones 
which would cease to be under Turkish sovereignty, and in which, 
under Article 22 of the Covenant, virtually independent notions were 
to be established under the protection of a mandatory state. To the 
north of the Syrian mandated territories, Prance maintained bodies of 
troops which were exposed to the attacks of bands of Turkish national¬ 
ists and which in spite of the earnest desire of the Prench nation to 
put a term to the sacrifices entailed by a continued state cf war, 
beoame involved in the conflict between the Turkish nationalists and 
the armies of King Constantine. 

Prance however could not forgot that in the past she had, 
sometimes alone, but more often in agreement with the great western 
powers, watched over the destinies of the non-Mussulman communities 
of the East. Faithful to its age-long traditions., the French 
Government therefore resolved to take all measures possible, under 
the conditions prevailing in Asia, to protect the Christian 
populations which were established in, or hud returned to Oilioia, 










The negotiations which took place with tho retire sen tatives 


of the nationalist chiefs of Angora in London afforded an opportunity 



was not able to obtain ft op the nationalist ohiefs all the 
conditions which the authors of the Treaty of Sevres had felt in a 


was 


position to impose upon a Turkey which was beaten and alleged to he 
disarmed, at any rate, it succeeded in obtaining a number of 
guarantees which the Allies had considered essential for tho safety 
and well-being of the racial and religious minorities in the regions 
of Western Europe where similar problems arise. 

These guarantees are included under Article of the Angora 
Treaty whioh lays down that : "The Government of the Great National 
Assembly of Turkey declares that it will confirm the rights Ox 
minorities which are solemnly recognised in the National Covenant 
in accordance with the principles established in the conventions 
relating to this matter concluded between the Alliod Powers, their 

enemies and certain of their Allies.” 

By this declaration the military chiefs of Angora hound 
themselves to grant to tho minorities ir. Cilicia fill &nd entire 
protection of life and liberty, the free exorcise of their religion, 
complete legal equality, including admission to publio office, the 
free use of their language even before the Courts, and the right to 
establish and direct charitable, religious, social and educational 
institutions. 

By Article 5 of the same Treaty, tho chiefs of Angora bound 
themselves to grant a full and complete amnesty, and thoy kept their 
promise for a proclamation announcing this amnesty was issued as soon 
as their representative had taken up his duties at ^dcnia. 

Not satisfied with merely obtaining those undertakings, tho 
French Government was determined to ensure that they would be fully 
oarried out. For this purpose and having regard to the present 
circumstances of these communities which called for particular 










attention, a special mission Was 3ent to the soot under tho 
direction of a consul-general with groat experience in Eastern 
affairs. Tho members of this Mission have taken tip their 
residence at Adana, Mor :inp., Dourtyol and Ain Tah. 

The Mission got into touch with the chiefs of Angora and was 
nhlo without difficulty to obtain the removal of those Turkish 
officials whoso impartiality could not he relied upon. It was 
able to obtain a suspension of the military recruiting law for a 
period of 3ix months as regards the Christians »f Cilicia. It 
sucoeoded in organising a Franco-Turkish Commission which wu 3 
provided with a special police foroo for tho protection of 
property abandoned by its owners. 

The recently appointed Turkish authorities have, it must bo 
confessed, given every assistance to the French Mission in tho task 
of reassuring tho native Christians, amongst whom, a most regrettable 
attempt was made to spr a d panic. 
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Even before the arrival of the Mission, this attempt 
already borne fruit. large numbers of Armenians had 
fled in terror from their hemes in order to seek refuge abroad. 

Cn the coast they had found ships ready to embark them. These 
ships proceeded to Egypt, Palestine and Cyprus. Wherever they 
went the refugees encountered strict regulations issued by the 
local authorities, who refused to allow them to disembark. 

Homeless and demoralised, they turned to the refuge 
offered them under the French flag and were received in the 
French mandated territories of Syria and Lebanon. The French 
High Commissioner organised at Mersina a distribution centre 
for the emigrants whore they were divided according to religion, 
means of support, trade, etc. Means of transport, ships, 
chartered or requisitioned, wore placed at their disposal to 
carry them to Syria. At the frontiers af Cilicia and at 
Beyrouth, centres fo>r the distribution of the refugees have boon 
opened. Those who have sufficient means of support, or can 
produce a qualified guarantor , religious leaders, or persons of 
importance,or are sure of obtaining employment, are allowed to live 
wherever their interests may require. With regard to the others, 
accommodation has been arranged, either in barracks or in the 
Lebanon convents which arc at present unoccupied. All fit men are 
employed on works of public utility arranged by the High Commissioner. 
Wages are paid to them, a small part of which is retained for the 
upkeep of their families. Reassured by the news which they are 
receiving from Cilioia, many of these refugees are already talking 
•f returning home. 

Although he is convinced that the efforts of the French 
Mission, assisted by the new Qttcman authorities, will be crowned 
with success and. that the Christians will not be molested in Cilicia, 
the French High Commissioner in Syria has taken measures to enable 
him to receive other refugees and to make temporary provision for 













then. 

I wish to draw the Council r s attention to the foil owing- facto. 
The oredit at the disposal of the High Commissioner in Syria had 
originally boon reduced to 20,000,000 francs for 1922, but v.°s 
increased to 50,000,000 by the French Parliament, on the assurance 
given by the Prime Minister that, "everything whicx. it is humanly 
possible to do is being done for the reception of the Armenian 
refugees, for their relief, and in onlcr to make it possible for 
them to obtain work. The credit of 50,000,000 will be sufficient 
for this purpose". 

Pcs your information, I may add that since January 4th, the 
exodus of refugees appears to have ceased. 

The Government cf the French Kepublic feels that by its conduct 
towards the Cilician minorities, it has fully maintained its 
tradition at policy of generous protection with regard to the 
Christian communities in the East, and has therefore no 
hesitation in giving this frank explanation to the Council of the 
League, pending the ratification both by Turkey and the Allies of 
a final treaty defining the rights of ethnical and religious 
minorities, and the manner in which these rights will be guaranteed 
by the league ©f Nations. According to tb^e procedure in-variably 
adopted by the Counil, the intervention cf the League cannot become 
effective until the Council itself has decided on its own authority 
to accept the mandate offered to it in a treaty which has come into ' 
force. On behalf of my Government I therefore request the Council, 
to note the statement which I have just made end to terminate this 
discussion by adopting the following resolution $: 

RESOLUTION. 

The Council, having noted the memorandum of the Belgian 
Government and the annexed documents, has heard the statement 
made by the representative of the French Republic, on 
behalf cf his Government. It recognises that, as the status 
of minorities in Turkey has not yet boon detomined by means of 
a treaty which has entered into force, there is no legal 
basis on which the Council can take definite action. T' 











The Council appreciates the measureo taken by the 
French G-evornn nit to safeguard the lives and property 
of the Christian minorities in Cilicia. It hojc s 
that those measures will restore calm and security and 
will permit the voluntary repatriation of the fugitive 
in the near futufce. 
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V 

^ITJATIOH EES UjD NO HITES CHRETIENHES 


EN CI-LICIE APRES L’ACCORD D’ANGORA. 




U/f/ 3 yn 


Pour des raisons multiples, et en particular «n rue 

.4 

de diminuer le fardeau de s«s charges militaires, le Gourerne- 
ment de la R^publique etait depuis longtemps resolu, comrae il 
avait ete fait Sux d’autres points en Asie, a retirer ses 
troupe8 des territoires ottomans encore occupies. 

L’accori de San R«rao (1920) avait determine grosso modo 
les zones dur lesquelles la souverainete Ottomans cesserait 
de s’exercer, et dans lesquelles, aux termes de l’art. 22 du 
Pacts, ies nations, virtuellement ind^peni antes, seraient cons¬ 
titutes sous la tutelle d’un Etat raundataire. Au nord des 
territoires des Mandats syriens, la Prance entr«tenait ies 
corps ie troupes exposes aux attaques ies bandes nationalistes 
turques, et iinpligi f fs , malgre le desir formel do la nation 
fran 9 ad.se de met,tr« fin, aux sacrifices exiges par un ttat de 
guerre prolong^, ^lansl^s conflits qui raettaient aux prises 
les nationalistes turcs et les armees du Roi Constantin. 

Cependant la Prance ne pouvait oublier cue dans le 
pass^ el la avait tantot seule, le plus souvent en accord avec 
les grandes Puissances occidentales, veille sur le sort des 
coramunautts orientales non rausulmanes. Pidele a fles traditions 
plusieurs fois seculaires, le Gouvernement frangais resolut 
done de prendre toutes les precautions, compatibles ttvec la 
situation actuelle en Asie, pour proteger les populations chrt- 
tiennes ttabiies ou revenues en Cilicie. 
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Les n^goci&tions qui s'etaiant engages avec las repre¬ 
sent ant 8 lea Ch3»fs nationalistes d'angora, rencontres a Lon- 
dres, parmirant d'antrer an pourparlers a c« su,j*t. La Gou- 
varnement frangaia a obtenu das chefs nationalistes turca ainon 
toutas la8 clauses qua las redactaurs du Traite da Sevres a- 
vaiant cru pouvoir iraposar a una 'Xurquia vaincua at theorique- 
mant desarm^e, du moins un ensemble da garantias qua las Alli^c 
avaiant astime assantiallas a la sauvagarda at au bian atra 
das minority athniquas at raligiausas dans las regions da 
l'Europa oriantala, ou das questions similairas sa posant. 

Cas garantias sont inscritas a l'art. 6 da l'accord 
d 'Angora^qui specifie qua; "la Gouvamamant da la Granda Assem¬ 
bles nationala de 'JTu rquia declare qua las droits das minority 

✓ 

solannallamant reconnus dans la Pacta national saront confir- 

/ 

raes par lui aur la mama base qua calla^^tablia par las conven— 
tions con clue 8 a ca sujat antra las Puissances da 1 ‘Entente 
laurs advarsairas at certains da leurs Allies". 

Par la, las chefs militairas d'Angora sa sont done en¬ 
gages a accorder aux minoritee da Cilicia : plaine at entiere 
protection da leur via at da leur libarte, la libra axarcica 
da leur religion, l’^galite davant la loi, y compris 1‘admis¬ 
sion aux fonctions publiquas, la libra usage da leur langue 
mama davant las tribunaux, la droit da crear at da dirigar 
eux-meraas laurs institutions charitablas, raligiausas, socialas 
at scolairas. 

Par 1 'article 5 du mama accord les Chefs d'Angora sa 
sont engages a accorder una amnistia plaine at antiera* at ils 
ont tanu laur proraassa an proclamant catt* amnistia, des 1‘en¬ 
tree an fonctions da leur rapresantant a Adana. 

JSTon content d’obtenir cas engagements, la Gouvamament 
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frangais a tenu a s'assurer qu'ils seraient pleinement executes. 
A eet effet, prenant «n consideration la situation actuell* 
is css populations si digits d'interet, il a «nvoy« sur place 
une mission specials, dirigee par un Consul General tres au 
lait >es affaires orient ales. Les memhres de cette mission 
sont installes a Adana, Mersine, Deurtyol et Ala Jab. 

Entree en relations avec les Chefd d 1 Angora, cette 
mission a pu, sans difficultes, faire Eloigner des fonctionnai- 
res ottomans sur la ferms impartiality desquels on pouvait 
concevoir des doutes. Elle a obtenu que la loi de recrutement 
militaire serait suspendue pendant six mois a l'^gard des 
chre'tiens de Cilicie. Elle a r^ussi a faire organiser une 
commission franco-turque, pourvue d'un corps de police special, 

pour prot^ger les propriety, laisse'es a 1‘abandon par leurs 
propriytaires fugitifs. 

Les autoritys. ottomanes instaliyes recemment ont, on 
doit le dire, prety leur plus entier concours a la mission 
frangaise en vue de rassurer les Chretiens indigenes, parrai 
lesquels un# campagne des plus regrettables s'yvertuait a 
propager la panique. 

Avant raeme que la mission tfut instaliye, cette campagne 
avait dy^a porty des fruits* Beaucoup d'Armyniens affoles 
avatent quitte leurs foyers et s'etaient mis en route pour 
chercher un refuge b. l'ytranger. Ils avaient trouve sur la cote 
des navires pr$ts a les recevoir. Ces navires ont gagne l'Egyp- 
te, la Palestine, l'lle de Ch.ypre. Les ryfugiys se sont par- 
tout heurtes a des consignee severes des autorites locales, 

Qui ont refuse de lea laisser dybarquer* 

Besempares et demoralises, ils se sont retoumes vers 
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l'asila qui laur etait offart sous la pavilion frangais, at ils 
ont an affat ete accuaillis dans las tarritoiras da Syria 
at iu Liban, sous mandat frangais. 

L« Haut Commissaira frangais a organise a Marsina m$raa 
un cantra da triaga d«s emigres, pour las repartir suivant 
laur confession, laurs moyans d'axistanca, laurs metiers, ate. 
Da8 moyans da transport, naviras affrates ou requisition's, 
ont ete mis a laur disposition pour las transportar an Syria. 
Aux po^tas da Cilicia at a Bayrouth fonctionnant das cantras 
da repartition das r&fugi^s. Caux qui .justifiant da moyans 
parsonnals d'axistanca, i*un r^pondant qualifi^ > (chafs ra— 
ligiaux ou natabl# ) ou qui ont un angagamant d'amploi cartain, 
sont laisses libra da r^sidar oil laurs int^rets las appallant. 
Pour las autras, on a organist das cantonnamants so it dans das 
bar^quamants, soit dans d«s couvants Liban actuallamant 
infcabit^s. L«s hommas validas sont ambauches sur las chantiars 
da travaux publics ouvarts par la Haut-Coramissariat. Das sa- 
lairas laur sont attribute dont una faibla part ast tatanua 
pour l'antratian da laurs families. 

Baaucoup d'aillaurs, reconfort^s par las nouvallas qu' 
ils ragoivant da Cilicia, parlant de,ja da ragagnar laurs foyars. 

Bian qu'il rasta parsuad^ qua las afforts da la mission 

/ 

frangaisa, sacondea d'aillaurs par las nouvallas autorites ot- 
toraanas, saront couronnes da succes, at qua las chretians na 
saront pas molasta^ an Cilicia, la Haut-Commissaira frangais 
an Syria a pris das raasuras pour pouvoir racavoir d'autras 
fugies at pourvoir tamporairamant a laurs basoins. 

J'attira l'attantion du Consail sur la fait suivant. 

L«s credits du Haut-Commissaira an Syria avaiart 4 te reduits pri- 


mitivament...• 







primitivement a 20 millions ds francs pour 1922, ils ont et<$ 
ramenes a la somme ds 50ip311i (>n8 ps-r 1* Parlement frangais 
sur 1'assurance ionn^« par M. Is President du Conssil que 
"tout ce qu'il <»8t humainement possible ds fairs est fait,pour 
rscueillir Is8 refugies armeniens, pour les secourir st pour 
leur donner la possibility is travailler. Ls credit ds 50 
millions sera suffisant pour fairs face a cstts chatgs". 

On psut a,1 outer, a titre d'information, que l'sxods 
paraissait terminy a la dats du 4 Janvisr. 

Le Gouvernement ds la Rypublique ayant conscisncs d'avoir 
maintenu a l'^gard dss rainoritys ds Cilicis sss antiquss tra¬ 
ditions ds protsction g4nereuse vis-a-vis dss communautys 
chretiennes d'Orient, n'a pas hesity a donnsr au Conssil ds 
la Societe css franciies explications, sn attendant d'aillsurs 
qu'un traity definitif, ratifiy par la Turquis comme pur lss 
Allies, ait precise lea droits dss minorites sthniquss st 
rsligisusss st lss conditions dans lesquelles css droits ssront 
garantis par la Society dss Nations. Comme Is Conssil l*a 
tou.iours fait, cstts intervention ds la Sociyte n« pourra de- 
v«nir effective que lorsqus Is Conssil aura lui-meme, dans sa 
pleine independance, decidy d'accepter ls mandat qui lui 
sera offert dans un traite definit ivsraent mis sn vigusur. 

Dans css conditions, ,je demands au Conssil, au nom ds 
mon Gouvsrnsmsnt, ds prendre acts ds 1'expose que je viens ds 
fairs st ds clors cstts discussion par la motion suivants: 

MOTION 

L« Conssil apres avoir pris connaissancs ds la note du 
Gouvernement beige st dss pieces annexe*, a sntsndu 1'exposy 
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" * 

fait, au nom de son Gouvernement, par le Representant de la 
R^publique frangaise, II reconnait qu’aucun traits, mis en 
vigueur, n'ayant encore determine le statut des rtiinorites en 
Turquie, il n’y a pour lui aucune base legal" a une action 
concrete. Le Conseil apprecie les mesures prises par le Gou¬ 
vernement frangais pour sauvegarder 1*8 vies et les biens d«s 
rainorites chretiennes en Cilicie. II a bon espoir que C es 
mesures raraeneront le calme et la security et permettront 
prochainement le,rapatriement volontaire des fugitifs./. 
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For numerous reasons and. particularly with the 

obie~eb-of reducing the weight of. its military burdens, the 

r<?(l ~^ <rf ' A £&*t CXvt tgy sdfid. 

Government of the R e p u bTH" 1 d a a t4 e time-ego to withdraw 

UWL (( i '• ■ sC.h 

its troops from the Turkish territory still o^jUri at£->) aV -h»^ 

bc-es-4nne A ‘in t^e other .aIstrlots of Asia. 

The San r.emo Agreement f 19204 had roughly established 

U<V*~CS CJLA-^i. U At- 

the zones ove r which^Tur kish sovereignty wctrld~rio longer - ire 
ftx-e-rxrfsod and in which Fg - Qsooniaric e »ith the t e rms —Article 


22 of the Covenant 4h-e virtually independent nations 




be 
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^ of a mandatory state. To the 
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established under the '.^- id»n < 
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north of the/ferritor ies Q-& t a-e -»yr i-«g -mandates bodies of Fr-en-eh 
n -LJ. ' * 'A 

troops were exposed to the attacks of bands of Turkish national- 

ists uni in spite of t --ih.es, of the French nation to put ah 

ar^ A ^ »£*. 

and. to the sacrifices i«e«H*-red by a continuation of war^wer-a 
involved in the conflict whi c h orotvo between the Turkish nation¬ 
alists and the armies of £ing Constantine. 

France however could not forget that in the past she 

AV i~fh^ tv," C-t tJ-fU 1 ' ^ 

had^ a ome times alone, genera- Fly in oon'unot ib j? with the great 

western powers, watched over the destinies of the non-Mussulman 

communities of the aast. Faithful to its age-long traditions, 

tho French Government therefore resolved to tako all baa—pre- 

catt-tteos -w hi oh wor -a possible under existing conditions in Asia 

f A ' 

to protect the Christian populations which were established in 
or had returned to Cilicia. 

*}\jt Clftl 14. t* ^ 

Tho d i ^- oueeIsas which took place with the representatives 

p ^W-'t ’• 1 • A,/ r ^ 

of the .nationalist chiefs of Angora in London farmed -a-hast* fdr- 
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- f; 4goti utl on a on this matter. fhe French Government was able 
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to obtain from the nationalist chiefs 




all 




which the^suthors of the Treaty of Sevres 
d i a-vfe n. 

impose u^on a/ 
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beaten and t -he o - r «t i.o a lly^ disarmed Turkey at 
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a number of guarantees which the Allies had considered essential 
for thesafety and well-being of bfe-e- etkaoirOgAe and religious 

4 n ' 

^ th e regions of '•astern Europe v/hero similar cm-es^- ^ 
iaja a- har e urio - on i 

These guarantees are included under Atricle 6 of the 

Angora Treaty which lays down that: "The Government of the 

ureat National Assembly of Turkey declares that/fffe rights 
tJl+U 0^ . A 

ol minor it ios ( a«r solemnly recognised in the National 'Ge j v^er-n«*»»t 
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shal-±-be oonfirmad—fey--^ «.- . j» - feho eew ae -bi»s4.s-frg~- tte r t :uta b-t-iefee4 

'rUxJ-Cyj t s- _ 

•fey the oonvecti on3^ concl uded regarding this metter) between the 
allied Powers, their enemies and cortain of their Allies". 

By this declaration the military chiefs of Angora 
Itrrtb-er bound themselves to grant to the minorities in Cilioia| 
full and entire protection of life and liberty, the free exercise 
of their religion ? ^quality including admission to public 

office, the free use of thfeir language even before tfee-S^ibonain, 
and the right to establish and direct -tJtei r charitable, religious, 
social and educational institutions. 

By Article 5 of the same Treaty, the chiefs of Angora 

v . c^MjuU 

bound thonselves to grant a full and a»44-re amnssty-f and they 

■ , . Y ^ A-in fit 

ljTIVtr '^©pt their promise by a proclamation this amnesty as 

1 &JLl* a * 

soon 83 their representative Uhtk up his duties at Adana. 

Not satisfied with simply obtaining these pr o:tiioos ,‘ 

• -»»-d 'C'y-^s vt— v Caj-v-i^-£^c( 

the .ranch Government was r*aoi*ed- to me4a-sure that they w er e , 


fully carried out. 


For this purpose and o^fisid^rliiur the present 

teCb ' * ~ '■*' 




^e«ditian of the8e^ O[>uIntlon s^a special mission was sent to the 


^pot under the direction of a oonsul-general with great experience 




In eastern affairs. 


mi , ^ ("*' 1 P 

The members of this Mission have nrnceal'ofl 


t<p Adanc, A-ersina. veurtyol and .»in Tab. 

Oa ‘hr* f ~ - J 


3av4*g entered into communiestinn with the chiefs of 

, ' (A J-ZlMTlfW 

Angora tfea-ii+as4^n was ablat'd ge t r i d w4-theut d-iffioolty of 
^ mrlcish officials whose impartiality could not be feUy counted 
opcm. It W83 able to obtain asuspension of the military 

i5 / ,,T * ' 

recruiting law for six inonths w-tth regardi'tw the Christians of 
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#* cia. It succeeded in organising a franco-Turkish Commission 

vAm- A - <A 4 

provided with 9 special police ser-vdo-e to protect properties 4 

£>9 4 ^ 

wh-t^h- had been abandoned by t-heir owners. 

The^ur kiah authorities recently appointed have, it must 

be owed, given thei4r- fullest assistance to the french fifotstfii ssion 

4 —* {4-1 A 

for the purpose of rea33uring the native Christians, amongst 
whom a most unfosiaca t o- oumyoi ^ rB ^to spread panic to-ok~pl«ce. 
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Before the 


on was-e wen-insta lle~d, this o^mpc i gT1 


had already borne fruit. large numbers of Armenians had 

L n&f .tz 5 c cA< O*" ' r r ■t* 

fled in terror from their nome~g> ^ e- oe e ky refuge abroad. 

On the coast they had found ships ready to embark them. 

These ships raaehe4 Egypt. Palestine and Cyprus. Jicarjr- 

_ '6'KCtfjk^ArtJ H 

where the refugees ware-flae-t-wi-th strict ip&i&a •made^'by - the 
local authorities, who refused to allow them to disembark. 

Homeless and demoralised, they turned to the refuge 
®-ff9red them under the French flag and were received 

in the French mandated territories of Syria and Lebanon. 

The French High Commissioner organised at Mersin^a distri¬ 
bution centre for the emigrants where they were divid^ tffa 

yr****^* t/j 2 1 

according to religion, p ee i.t - i ren^'^rade , etc. Means of 
transport, ships, chartered or requisitioned, were placed at 

their disposal to carry them to Syria. At the frontiers of 

ar 

Cilicia and Beyrouth, centres for the distribution of the 
refugees have been opened. Those who oan—prTin n t t -in <=> n a e 

tfV* DVi rtLo-e^L CL CrW 

<0? sufficient means W support; th »w wol-ff » «7~ or^ aro of a c ert-gin 

Tzr-rtr, . 5a^< 

poo i tion- (religious c-feio fs or ) [ rind pal — 9 >e<i), or are co rt a in 

O- fr 

o j. obtaining employment, are l-e f -t -fre-e to live wherever 4rtr 

' s (Z/ ft.C 

Le~-to .. th e 1y - gr a a t.e st int e ro o t . -$W/6he others se-ttlemontc 

3 0~^r-r* — il^J 

have been (v iga «-iread, either in barracks or in the Lebanon 
convents which are at present un - i - nhab'i rtad. All fit men are 
employed on works of public utility arranged by the High 
Commissioner. Wages are paid to them, a small part of 
which is retained for the upkeep of their families. Reassured 
by the news which they are receiving from Cilicia, many of 
these refugees are already talking of returning home. 
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Although fhef aa?«--persuaded that^ ^s coondc d by the new 

n, will 


Ottoman authorities, the efforts of the French Uissio 


be crowned with success and that the Christians wi}.l not be 
molested in Cilicia, the French High Commissioner in Syria 
has taken measures to enable him to receive other refugees 
and prsvA4»-^te mpor a r ily for the"!-*, acquirements. 

I wish to draw the Council’s attention to the following 

Ort-Jv/ Out' Cu /Ljdi 

facts. The credits of the High Commissioner in Syria were 
tr>-7 djr>J( 

■reduced to 20,000,000 francs for 1922 andr- were increased to 

50,000,000 by the French Parliament^on the assurance given 

by the Prime Minister that, "everything which it is humanly 

possible to do hoc b e e^ done for the reception of^ Armenian 

refugees, for their relief, and in order to make it possible 

for them to work. The credit of 50,000,000 will be sufficient 

Xv IU~ 

to meet this e xp e ndi t u re." 

For, p urpooe e e felAttfounaAi gn, isfr may "•# addrt that/exodus 

K _ Jr" 

of refugees appears to have ceased (since January 4th. 

^ * ? Tm* 

Ae oche Government of the French Republic feels^rt has- 

gent 


p- pf, 
*^0- $ 




if uph e- l d its -ancXa.nt tradition^ bf generous protectio nl tooths 

t in res p e ot . of the Cilician 
'fuli^c; 4 

7 a/ . 


/Christian communities in the East; 

r. ^.i <L±- 


minortti 


es, ji* ‘ 


r e luct a n t, te giv^ -f u - 1 - 1 explanation^ 

' v it: i . / y 




to the Council of the League 

——-* 


V.. 


~^he rights of ethnical and religious minorities^Herd'W-A 

O at 1 111 1 1 1 1>y i ^ cy^L svi, lSU--~-c Ly 

4 t ho - conditions un th s r-wM-e^ these rights will be guarantedd by 

&Ccv*&+j & £ 4 . droOzAfryL. 

the League of Nations. As t.he-GeunoiJ. has- always grvon -thla. 

kX>©*£s*'ix- fCC C 

> gu a r ante e:--, 


the intervention of the neague cannot become 

c^tj ^ (f*' (X* 0W>\ 

e y^ive until theJJouncil itself in full irdependenee- 

^ ° ~ id ee t0 accept mandate ^offered to it in a treaty 


























































-into £01 * 00.. — ^ In these ci r cumotonooo 
ito -t afr f . 


^u.f 


3 request the C ouno i 1^. fy my^Gosg^jrKnen^ 


»C the statement whioh I have just made and to oto»e 
discussion by Lowing mu lin?i: 

MOTION I^ l o vL»Xa*— . 

•YSdX k^«?c±^^ 

The Council having raetd the of the Belgian 

Government and the annexed documents, has heard the 
statement made on behalf of <-i-ta Government by the 
representative of the French Republic. It recognises 
that as -wft. niiii i'uiiiai^ h n< ? frften put int . n fnr o f- hoj 






_ yet -determined the status of minorities in lhirkejfc\*#^ 

L/t,j ]Ufe--*£(L Cut* ^xn-a. f 

A there is no legal basis bp which the Council can take 
o-orlbrati action. The Council appreciates the measures 
taken by the French Government to safeguard the 

and property of the Christian minorities in Cilicia. 

It hopes that these measures will restore calm and 
security and will permit the voluntary repatriation 
of the fugitives in the near future. 



































Priere de laisser cette feuille en blanc. 
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